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1. The rosilte of the elections of 13 October 1944 were surprising in that the -
Soeial Democratic Party improved i¢m peeition sines the elections ef 15
Ssptember 1946, phe SPD obtained votes from ruwrely rurpl districts which
wonld avparently have hoen impossible before 1933, Elsction Tesults woyg
surprising in pradominantly Catholie cities: jn Trier, fop sxample, the
SID had almogt three times ag wany votus gg during 1ty bast period bsfore
1933; 1, Coblence, the S had almost twice ag a8y, In Worams, the spp and

e votag,

2. Thig phenomenon ig posaibly related to the faot that in the bast monthg
religions institutions bave obtaineg zore building mtorials than were cb-
tained ror elvilien houaing. The nuEber of square ®Betors of window glass
obtained for the repaipy of churches in Trier wag greater than thag for houses,
The samn applied %o bricks, coment, me, ang lumbey, Rithout actual
attacking the Chureh, the Spp has eloverly uged this sltuation ip their
Propeganda to chtain the above reaults,

3. In the southern part of' the French Zope (Badenowgrttamber ), there was
wdly o place, aceording to :!nfom;ants, in whieh the accgesiastics bave

" not urged the voters to "ypte Christian,n

ard orgsnizationa] independence frop the K. Most o the SFD speakeys spoke
of tha "bpothsp PEXty" in conmeetion with the K s thareby giving the cpy
all the desirag arguments. Fwven the demooratig partiea® ghiuh have becoms
strong in Baden apg Wiirttenborg have profited mainly frop the vague ideclogles
of the 3, ’

5. Im gensral, one gan Bay that opposition to the K@ 15 strong., xmp menbershi
consists Eainly of radicalised young men who have been relatively slightly
Influenced by the strong activity of Ceommunist groups,

6. It is intsresting to note that with very feow @xcoptions the spp mestings hag
the beast, attendance. Even in localitiss where the GDY hed the abeolute
Bajority, the CDU spokesmen had to speak to empty balls, while the sm

meetings vere overcromded. Y
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